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April 2025  |  Container Shipping Trends

Amid the tariff-turbulence, 
global container shipping 
‘conveyor-belts’ grind on.
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Brand new report – XODD Q2 2025
Released on 14 April 2025

If in doubt on where to find it – talk to your CSM 

Read the full report to get insights on:

• Intra-Asia slowdown could be sign of things to 
come  

• US exporters will be hit by retaliatory tariff

• Port fee proposal hits appetite for new Chinese 
tonnage

• European exports down

• US recession risk

• Importance of tender timing

https://www.xeneta.com/iq/xodd-q3-2024-0
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Don't miss a beat. Stay updated with our blog.
Recent posts on: www.xeneta.com/blog  & https://www.xeneta.com/press 

Lessons from TPM25: From 
Unpredictable to Unthinkable

Read now

Mar
14The Biggest Global Supply Chain 

Risks of 2025

Read now

Mar 
28

‘Liberation Day’ tariffs: Xeneta 
Chief Analyst sets out key 
actions for shippers in wake of 
global supply chain turmoil 

Read now

Apr
4

Tariffs will ‘change the rules of 
game’ for global trade, but 
significant uplift in ocean or air 
freight rates not expected in 
short term

Read now

Apr
2

Q&A with Patrik Berglund, 
Xeneta CEO: The past, present 
and future of ocean container 
shipping 

Read now

Mar  
12

Xeneta Weekly Ocean Container 
Shipping Market Update – 10.4.25

Read now

Apr
10

http://www.xeneta.com/blog
https://www.xeneta.com/press
https://www.xeneta.com/news/ship-collision-off-uk-coast-xeneta-analyst-response
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/lessons-from-tpm25
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/the-biggest-global-supply-chain-risks-of-2025
https://www.xeneta.com/news/xeneta-weekly-ocean-container-shipping-market-update-28.03.25
https://www.xeneta.com/news/tariffs-will-change-the-rules-of-game-for-global-trade-but-significant-uplift-in-ocean-or-air-freight-rates-not-expected-in-short-term
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/liberation-day-tariffs-xeneta-chief-analyst-sets-out-key-actions-for-shippers-in-wake-of-global-supply-chain-turmoil
https://www.xeneta.com/news/tariffs-will-change-the-rules-of-game-for-global-trade-but-significant-uplift-in-ocean-or-air-freight-rates-not-expected-in-short-term
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/qa-with-patrik-berglund-xeneta-ceo-the-past-present-and-future-of-ocean-container-shipping
https://www.xeneta.com/news/xeneta-weekly-ocean-container-shipping-market-update-10.4.25
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Monthly
Specials!
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Reduction targets for GHG fuel intensity
Relative to 2008 base level

New climate agreement for shipping

Starting in 2028, ships must lower 
fuel intensity by percentage 
compared to 2008 baseline.

Two tiers set:

• Base target (set at 4% reduction in 
2028). Ships pay USD 380 per ton 
of GHG emissions above target.

• Compliance tier (17% reduction). 
USD 100, or remedial units, per ton 
of GHG emissions between base 
target and compliance tier.

• Outperforming compliance tier 
earns surplus units, which can be 
banked for two years or traded.

• Reduction targets will increase 
each year, with expectation of 65% 
reduction in carbon intensity by 
2040.

Source: Xeneta, IMO
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Source: Xeneta

Intra-Asia spot rates from/to Shanghai 
Spot rates: Fronthauls out of Shanghai, Backhauls to Shanghai 
In USD per FEU – THC none
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Source: Xeneta
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All top 6 carriers impacted by Trump’s port fee proposals

• USD 1 million fee every time a 
vessel operated by Chinese 
carrier enters a US port.

• Fees for China-built vessels 
operated by carrier from any 
nation, up to USD 1.5 million.

• Additional charge against 
carriers based on new ships 
on order being built in China, 
up to USD 1 million.

• Total fees could tally USD 1-3.5 
million for every port call.

• Public hearing on 24 March 
and full notice is here.

• More news on 17 April.
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Source: Xeneta, Clarksons

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/2025/Ships%20Proposed%20Action%20FRN.pdf
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Source: Xeneta, Clarksons
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Fronthaul vs. 
Backhaul
Current Freight Rate Trends
- short and long term
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Development of global spot and long-term rates
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Development of fronthaul spot rates
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Development of fronthaul long-term rates
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Development of backhaul spot rates
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Xeneta Shipping Index by Compass (XSI-C)

Supply Chain
Heat Maps
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XSI®-C: Far East to US West Coast sharp increase in past 2 weeks
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Main Ports in Asia and Europe

Bunker Fuel 
Prices
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Source: Xeneta, MABUX
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Current Demand Trends

What's being
shipped?
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Source: Xeneta, Container Trades Statistics
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February 2025: Container volume decreasing 
Takeaways
• Compared to February 2024: February 2025 volume decreased 1%
• Compared to January and February 2024: YTD 2025 accumulated volumes increased 2%
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Looming troubles on the horizon

Where’s the 
congestion?



22Source: Xeneta, Clarksons
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Congestion in North Europe

Source: Kuehne+Nagel seaexplorer
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In the East and in the West

Where's the
economy 
heading?
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• Broader UPDATE on macro-
economics provided for in XODD 
report

• Tuesday, April 22, 9 AM ET: Press 
Briefing: World Economic Outlook, 
April 2025

• Compared to projections in Oct ’24: 
Global and Advanced Economies 
increase 0.1 percentage points.

• Less restrictive monetary policy 
stance in the US, leads to upward 
revision.

• Downward projections for Germany, 
Euro Area, China, and India.

• Other ‘Advanced Economies’ offset 
downward projections in Germany, 
Euro Area, China, and India, as real 
income expected to recover. 

Growth projection for Global Economy increasing 

https://www.xeneta.com/iq/xodd
https://www.xeneta.com/iq/xodd
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Forecast Period

Source: Xeneta, OECD, NBS and Eurostat
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Source: Xeneta, US CensusSource: Xeneta, US Census
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Source: Xeneta, US CensusSource: Xeneta, US Census
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OCTOBER 2025
Shippers
Freight Forwarders

Shipping Lines
Airlines
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Watch now

Live Webinar: On Demand

Key Insights:

•The latest freight market trends and 
key risk factors

•How transparency challenges impact 
procurement strategies

•The role of indexing in managing rate 
fluctuations 

•Real-world case studies from industry

https://www.xeneta.com/events/webinar/future-of-freight
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Live webinar
Thursday, 24 April at 16:00 CET/ 10:00 EST 

Register now

Key Insights:

• The latest freight market trends and key 
risk factors

• How transparency challenges impact 
procurement strategies

• The role of indexing in managing rate 
fluctuations

• Live Q&A to get your questions answered

https://www.xeneta.com/events/webinar/riskybusiness


DISCLAIMER

The content in this report is provided for general information purposes only and 
participants should not construe any information or discussion or contained 
therein as personalized advice. Participants are encouraged to do their own 
research.

Although Xeneta has made reasonable efforts to update the information in this 
report on the date it is released, Xeneta makes no representations, warranties 
or guarantees, whether expressed or implied, that the content of this report is 
accurate, complete or up to date. Xeneta expressly disclaims any liability for 
any decision made or action taken in reliance on the information contained in 
this report.

Reproduction, distribution, republication, and/or retransmission of this 
presentation and any related material without Xeneta’s prior written
approval is strictly prohibited.

www.xeneta.com


